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Chapter 15 - Building a Blogger’s Dashboard 

A Content Dashboard enables 
you to keep an eye on what is 
going on in your content field.  
It allows you to have searches 
that run all the time and 
provide you with automatic 
feedback. 

Now you don’t have to go to 
the web and look for content, 
it will automatically come to 
you! 

What can I use the Content Dashboard to Monitor? 

 Your Friend’s Web Sites and Blogs 
 Your Competitor’s Web Sites and Blogs 
 Search Topic based on your content 
 People Talking about You 
 People Talking about Your Web Site 
 Other Blogs You Like 

I will use IceRocket to comb the search engines and pull the most recent data back to us.  It is a 
search engine aggregator that allows you to run active searches.  The output in an RSS feed that you 
will use in your Content Dashboard. 

Use your keywords for your topic and web site as your primary search terms.  This will give you ideas 
of what other people are doing and what people are reading in your topic area. 

Let’s get started. 

7 Steps for Creating Active Blogs Searches: 

1. Open a web browser and go to http://www.icerocket.com.  
2. Select Blogs above the search field.  This will only search the blogs that are stored. 
3. Enter in your search term and press the Search Web button. 
4. Select Subscribe, and RSS as the output. 
5. Copy the URL. 
6. Open your RSS Readers.  I like Google Reader. (http://www.google.com/reader)  
7. Paste the URL into your RSS Reader and press the add button.  (Google Reader) 

 

That’s it; now you have an active search that will update automatically in your read for those terms.  
Use this list for coming up with new topics, watching competitors, or just having fun. 
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Here are the steps for performing the same function above except this will look at all the News 
stories that have the search term. 

7 Steps for Creating Active News Searches: 

1. Open a web browser and go to http://www.icerocket.com.  
2. Select Blogs above the search field.  This will only search the blogs that are stored. 
3. Enter in your search term and press the Search Web button. 
4. Select Subscribe, and RSS as the output. 
5. Copy the URL. 
6. Open your RSS Readers.  I like Google Reader. (http://www.google.com/reader)  
7. Paste the URL into your RSS Reader and press the add button.  (Google Reader) 

Step 1 – Ice Rocket 
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Step 4 – Ice Rocket RSS Option 
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Step 5 – Ice Rocket RSS URL 

 

 

Step 6 – Google Reader 
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Step 7 – Google Reader, Add Subscription 

 

 

Trade Secret:  Exact word searches.  Use “” marks around your search terms to limit the search 
results that are returned.  For example, to find all the entries for Home Based Business it would use 
“home based business”.  Give it a try. 
 

Trade Secret:  Watch Your Business!  Use an active search to keep an eye on who is talking 
about you or your web site.  Here is how:  Use your name as a search term and your domain name 
also.  For example:  I can watch “John Smith” as one subscription and as well enter another for 
“johnsmith.com”.  This will tell me who has been posting about John and his site. 
 

Trade Secret:  Organize Your Feeds.  I like to put my feeds into folders so I can read them all 
together at once.  This gives you more data to go through and also keeps the data organized. Under 
the Feed Settings button you can add new folders or move feeds to folders. 
 


